
November 11, 2018: Armistice and Veterans Day 
 
WHEREAS, the liberties, freedom, prosperity and security Michiganders are blessed with have 
long been protected through the dedication and sacrifices made by our military service members, 
veterans and their families; and, 
 
WHEREAS, on November 11, 2018, Michigan and the nation will commemorate Veterans Day, 
originally known as Armistice Day for being the anniversary of the day on which the First World 
War came to an end by the signing of an armistice among the warring nations; and, 
 
WHEREAS, Armistice Day became a legal holiday in 1938 when Public Law 100, passed by 
the Congress and signed by President Franklin D. Roosevelt, went into effect; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the law came about because, in large part, because of the advocacy of the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars of the United States under the leadership of its Commander-in-Chief, Eugene I. 
Van Antwerp; and  
 
WHEREAS, Mr. Van Antwerp was born in Detroit, educated in schools in the city, and worked 
in the Detroit Police Department before serving in the First World War as a Captain in the 16th 
Engineers Regiment (Railway) of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, being among the first 
members of the Allied Expeditionary Force to land in France, mustering out in 1919; and 
 
WHEREAS, Mr. Van Antwerp went on to serve in Detroit City government from 1932-62, as 
Mayor (1948-50) and Common Council member, and from 1938-39 as the national leader of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States; and 
 
WHEREAS, the example of Eugene I. Van Antwerp and this major contribution on behalf of 
veterans commemoration in Michigan and the nation serve to inspire current and future 
generations of Michiganders to greater patriotism, the preservation of defense and peace, and 
public service; and 
 
WHEREAS, we need to be always aware of our veterans’ sacrifices and needs, to support them 
as they return home from war, reunite with their families and reintegrate into our society and to 
empower them to be productive citizens of our great state; and, 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Mike Duggan, Mayor of Detroit, Michigan, do hereby proclaim 
November 11, 2018 as Eugene I. Van Antwerp  and Veterans Day in Michigan. 
 


