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n 2006, John and Joanne Van Wie
took a trip to Holland and

discovered John’s ancestral hometown.

John Van Wie described the village
they visited at the Dells Country
Historical Society’s Christmas party
Tuesday at the Wintergreen and told
stories about the ancestors who came
to America.

The name Wie can be found in
documents from the year 960. King
Otto I of Germany gave a farm in the
village to the St. Martin Monastery.
The name Wie means consecrated spot.

In 1664, the first Van Wie, Hendrick
Gerritse, headed to America arriving in
New York Aug. 29, 1664 after a five
month journey. His trip costing 80

John Van Wie holds a painting of the family farm near Cold Water Canyon. It was one of many photographs and
paintings Van Wie brought to the Dells Country Historical Christmas dinner Tuesday at the Wintergreen Resort.
Van Wie presented information on the origins of his family.
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guilders to New York, then known as
New Amsterdam, was paid by a
sponsor, Jeremias Van Rensselaer, who
paid in eight whole and four half
beaver skins.

Hendrick soon left New Amsterdam,
Van Wie said, to move to Beaverswyck,
now know as Albany, New York. In
1679, Hendrick built a home on the
Hudson River on what is still known as
Van Wie’s Point. The home stood until
2010, Van Wie, said, when it was
struck by lightening and burnt to the
ground.

Hendrick volunteered for an expedition
against Canada in 1691 and was
wounded at Le Prairie. He never
recovered from his wounds and died at
age 45.

The Van Wies continued to live in New
York and 18 of them served in the
Revolutionary War, Van Wie said.
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Henry Van Wie and his son, Lorenzo,
moved to Wisconsin in 1847. They
purchased 168 acres north of
Wisconsin Dells on Highway 13 in the
general land office in Mineral Point.
“Henry was the brother to my great-
great-grandfather, Andrew.”

Andrew Van Wie was born June 1816
at Jakway’s Corners, Cayuga County
New York. His father died when he was
11 and his mother when he was 16. His
uncle Frederick, became his legal
guardian and his three older brothers
were responsible for his schooling,
support and debts until he became 21.

In 1835, Andrew married Anna
Elizabeth Cushman and they lived in
Albany until 1845 when they moved to
Michigan. “In 1852, Andrew received a
letter from his older brother Henry,
telling of the beauty of the Dells area,”
and Henry also told Andrew how he
would like his brother and family to
move to Wisconsin, Van Wie said.
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Henry also told Andrew he would sell
him 80 acres from his 168-acre farm.
Andrew and Anna packed up and
moved with their nine children to
Wisconsin. In Wisconsin, the couple
had another child, Sarah, their only
child born in Wisconsin, Van Wie said.

His wife Anna died in 1858 and he
married a widow, Almeda E. Phelps,
the mother of a 7-year-old son.
Almedia died in 1862.

In 1860, Andrew’s sons, William,
Daniel, John A. and David Carl joined
the Union Army to fight in the Civil
War. The oldest, Edward, remained at
home to help with his farm and the
youngest Develo, 14, also stayed at
home. He later joined the Army and
died in the war.

In 1898, after selling his farm, Andrew
moved to Minneapolis to live with his
daughters until his death in 1905.
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Andrew was buried in the family plot of
William H. Van Wie in Mauston.

Van Wie told of looking with his
mother for Andrew’s gravestone in the
Mauston cemetery and of a strange
encounter. He could not find the
gravestone in the cemetery and then
saw an old man. He asked the old man
if he knew where Andrew Van Wie was
buried. The man told him Andrew did
not have a gravestone. The man then
seemed to suddenly disappear. His
mother was shaking, Van Wie said.

The encounter bothered him for two
years, Van Wie said, and he finally told
a friend about it. “That was Andrew,”
his friend said, and “he wants his grave
marked.” Van Wie arranged with Helen
Picha to have a gravestone designed,
made and installed on the site of
Andrew’s unmarked grave.
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David Van Wie, born in 1843, son of
Andrew and Anna, was Van Wie’s
great-grandfather. He enlisted in
Company G, 16th Regiment Wisconsin
Volunteer Infantry and served until
July 1863 when he became very ill, Van
Wie said. “He went home to Kilbourn
to recuperate. He then re-enlisted with
his brother, William Van Wie, in
Company K, “Iron Brigade” 6th
Regiment Wisconsin Infantry on Feb.
11, 1864, until July 14, 1865, as a
Corporal. He fought in the battles of
Beaver Dam, Rappahannock,
Gainesville, Bull Run, South Mountain,
Fredericksbury, Fitz Hughs Crossing,
Chancellorsville, Brandy Station,
Gettysburg, Haymarket, Mile run,
Wilderness, Laurel Run, Spottsylvania,
Jerricho Ford, North Ann, Bethesda
Church, Cold Harbor, Petersburg 1 and
2, Weldon 1 and 2, and Hatcher. He
was at Appomattox Courthouse when
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the Confederate Army until General
Robert E. Lee surrounded to General
Ulysses S. Grant.

David, known as Captain Dave,
returned to Kilbourn and worked as a
logger on the Wisconsin River. In 1875,
Captain Dave piloted the boat
Champion on the Lower Dells and in
1878, after the steamer Alexander
Mitchell was built, Captain Dave
operated the boat for two years. In
1884, he sold the steamer to F.A. Field
of Kilbourn.

In the early 1880s, Captain Dave and
his wife, Jennie, bought Cold Water
Canyon where they built a home,
restaurant and boarding house. Their
only child David Carl was born there in
1887. He died there at age 60.

After the dam was built, the Canyon
flooded and the home was moved to
higher ground above the canyon.
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David Carl and his wife, Alma
Balsmeider Van Wie, had four
children: Charles born Dec. 5, 1910;
Robert Harry, born in 1916; Ralph
Jack, born Dec. 13, 1922 and Helen
born in 1926.

Ralph Jack married Dorothy Bisely and
they had six children, Bob, John, Bill,
Dave, Elizabeth and Mary.

David Carl’s wife, Alma, wrote about
him in 1954 and Van Wie read an
edited version of that at the
presentation to the historical society.
David Carl went to school until the
eighth grade at a school “across the
way” from their home in Cold Water
Canyon. “At the age of 12, he had
tamed a squirrel, a muskrat and birds
to sit on his shoulder.”

He left high school when he was a
junior and later went to Kenosha to go
into the electrical business with his
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Aunt Olive’s new husband. He met his
wife in Kenosha on a corner by the
library.

Alma described their return to
Kilbourn and the hard winter they
endured where windows were frosted
over the entire winter and while the
song says, “I’ve got my love to keep me
warm,” she was grateful to have a wood
stove in the bedroom.

Later, the young couple moved to an
apartment over the old Farmers and
Merchants Bank located at the corner
of Oak and Broadway. The building is
now High Rock Cafe. David Carl would
work in the Canyon where he built a
stand and in the winter in town where
he worked with Billy Schultz, a
plumber for several winters. They later
bought a home across from the GAR
building.
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David Carl remodeled the stand at the
Canyon, moving it and adding on. His
last project was one-eighth of a stone
structure that still stands “with an
inscription of his love for the Canyon.”
He died in 1941. His son, Carl,
completed the stone building at the
Canyon.

At the beginning of his presentation,
Van Wie recognized the other members
of the Greg Van Wie Foundation, Bruce
Rodger and Ed Terry, who serve with
John Van Wie as the foundation’s
board. The foundation has made
several gifts to the Bowman House.
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